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PUENTE
DE LA COSTA SUR

New Solutions for Challenging Times

The Community Resource Center for the South Coast



WHO WE ARE
Puente is a catalyst for inclusive 
new solutions and opportunities 
in our own rural community 
and beyond.  
        
Puente:

Cultivates a vibrant 
and dynamic community 
that reflects and promotes the 
values of self-determination, 
self-sufficiency, social 
justice, and commitment to 
our natural environment, 
collective history, heritage, 
and community. 

Provides comprehensive 
education and leadership 
development programs 
designed to transform lives 
and support residents to 
advocate for themselves 
and their communities.

Advocates for fair, equitable, 
prevention-oriented policies 
and practices in the areas 
of education, youth 
employment, housing, 
medical care, transportation, 
and food security.  

Listens to you, our 
stakeholders. We take your 
trust seriously, and actively 
work to maintain effective 
programming, governance, 
and internal operations to 
ensure Puente’s lasting 
presence for generations 
to come. 

Dear Puente Supporter,

Over the past year Puente has worked with passion and purpose to

•  Strengthen the South Coast as a safe, vibrant and caring community

•  Create greater economic opportunity for farm workers, farmers and ranchers

•  Provide safety-net services for low-income residents

•  Improve the lives and educational prospects of local youth

•  Foster bonds of friendship and trust among diverse residents of our rural home.

Your commitment to our work made this year’s accomplishments possible. Thank you!

Just “over the hill” from the urban engine of innovation that is Silicon Valley, Puente 
primarily serves an isolated, rural population. Together with the farmers, ranchers, 
townsfolk, and retreat seekers – farm workers and their families help sustain the entire 
region physically through their agricultural production and spiritually through their 
stewardship of Place.

Puente champions solutions that build a better life for all.

We catalyze change by recognizing problems then working with a diverse group of stake-
holders to find, hone and implement solutions that improve lives, model efficacy, and 
inspire hope.

With your help, Puente is working toward a community where people who live here can 
prosper and, alongside those who visit, can enjoy, protect, and sustain our beautiful, 
bountiful, inspiring coastal home.

We hope that you’ll plan a visit to see us soon to see our work first-hand.

With great appreciation,

Kerry Lobel
Executive Director
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BIGProjects, BIGResults
New Initiatives
at Puente
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La Honda Satellite Office Opens Its Doors
Last year Puente opened its first-ever branch office in La Honda. With a new base 
in the mountain town, Puente has begun offering Spanish and ESL classes free of 
charge, as well as mental health counseling, safety net services, and tutoring. 

The office is also home to La Honda’s “Over-55 Club,” and provides support for the 
town newspaper, The La Honda Voice. That’s not all. In 2012 La Hondans won’t 
have to go far to find a homework club, tax preparation assistance, a knitting 
circle, free Wi-Fi and a bank of computers.

“There are a lot of people here who barely get by on food stamps, MediCal, Medi-
care,” says Joann Watkins, Puente’s Clinical Services Director (and longtime La 
Honda resident) who staffs the new office.

A Path to Citizenship
Rosario Marin lived and worked in Pescadero for 26 years under a green card. 
She met her husband and raised two children here. On December 14, 2011, 
Marin, 40, stood under a brightly lit atrium with hundreds of other new U.S. 
citizens and pledged her allegiance to the American flag at a swearing-in 
ceremony. 

“It’s just the satisfac-
tion of knowing that I 
am a citizen. I belong 
here. I dream about voting,” said Marin, who worked at Pescadero flower 
nurseries before taking a job as a cook at Duarte’s Tavern.

Fighting Youth Substance Abuse
Valentin Lopez is 16. Some of his friends drink or use drugs, but he doesn’t. He 
has seen what happens to people when they get hooked. Lopez, a student at 
Pescadero High School, joined an alcohol and drug prevention youth group this 
year, principally to fight what he sees as a growing trend toward troubling 
behavior among kids his age and younger. He’s been where they gather to drink 
and do drugs, the space under a bridge in town that’s covered in swear words and 
gang graffiti. “Kids feel alone so they try to distract themselves,” he explained.

In 2011, Puente launched Project Success in South Coast schools with a grant 
from San Mateo County Behavioral Health and Recovery Services (BHRS). 
Puente counselors lead facilitated discussion groups to help students as young as 

See p. 5

See p. 5

Students present their ideas for a mural at a public meeting

Rosario Marin tutors Zeferino Presiado for a citizenship test

The new La Honda office

“It’s just the satisfaction of knowing 
    that I am a citizen. I belong here.”
                             - Rosario Marin



A Year of 
Solutions
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Puente in Action

EDUCATION
Being Green, and Seeing Green

Puente created its Green Jobs 
Corps to better position the 
South Coast for long-term 
sustainability, and bring young 
people together to learn about 
careers in farming, food and the 
environment. We underwrote the 
costs of a semester-long Environ-

mental Field Studies course 
and a Green Career Fair at 
Pescadero High School. A 

collaborative grant from the California Green Jobs Corps, San 
Mateo County Workforce Investment Board, and TomKat 
Foundation helped Puente stage the entire Green Jobs Corps 
Program. A unique partnership with Camp Glenwood 
allowed Puente to serve high-risk young men who are 
facing detention in Juvenile Hall.  The young men learned to 
identify coastal species, collect soil samples and monitor 
water quality in Pescadero Creek. Experts also provided 
Puente youth employees with hard skills like GIS mapping 
and outdoor survival training.  

SAFETY
Tsunami Warning Leads to 
Emergency Training        

Japan’s earthquake and tsunami 
produced no crisis in California, but 
a-pre-dawn evacuation order from 
San Mateo County for homes in the 
coastal zone sowed dangerous 
confusion and panic that morning. 
Puente made dozens of personal 
phone calls and helped staff the Red 
Cross shelter, but families had 
already fled to higher ground with 

improvised emergency kits. “We realized there was no systematic 
way to answer to an emergency,” says Rita Mancera, Puente's 
Program Director. Puente obtained a grant from the Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation to train 60 key community members 
including business and school leaders, ranch and nursery foreman, 
and others in CPR and First Aid. (Another 40 Puente youth and 
staff members also have First Aid and CERT training). Trainings 
were held in Pescadero, La Honda and at Moon Ridge/Main Street 
Apartments in Half Moon Bay.

CPR training at Puente

The situation for Puente’s poorest program 
participants continues to deteriorate as the 
agricultural economy worsens and benefits 
run out.  Puente’s safety net services filled in 
the gaps for nearly 1/3 of the residents in the region, by providing emergency food, rental 
assistance, diapers and funds to underwrite cold weather costs such as propane, electricity, 
blankets and sleeping bags. “A lot of people lost their jobs and they need to come to Puente for 
financial assistance,” explains Lorena Vargas, Safety Net Services Manager.Thanks to generous 
individuals, faith institutions, San Mateo County and grants from the Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation, San Francisco Foundation, and the Emergency Food and Shelter Program, people 
made their rent and had gas to get to work. Puente enrolled a record 243 participants in state and 

federal health care programs and connected them with dental care through Sonrisas, a partner nonprofit. 

ECONOMY
In a Recession, Puente Is There

Farmworkers receive free 
dental care

Camp Glenwood boys pause to 
listen to the sounds of nature

“Puente’s safety net services filled in 
the gaps for dozens of families this year.”
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@PUENTE A Year of Growth 
and Change
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By the Numbers
•  Puente provides childcare  
 and transportation for   
 every group program.   
 Staff members care for  
 100 children each week.

•  Puente adult learning and  
 ESL programs reach 194  
 people each year.

•  Puente awarded $2,950  
 worth of college scholar- 
 ships to 7 Pescadero and  
 La Honda youth.  

•  Puente’s Green Jobs   
 Corps put 24 high-risk  
 young men at Camp   
 Glenwood to work for 
 the environment, doing  
 soil and water testing. 

•  Puente kept 18 families  
 from homelessness by 
 providing more than   
 $17,000 in emergency  
 rental assistance.

•  Puente provided nearly 1,700  
 homecooked meals to farm  
 and nursery workers.

Puente personified Pescadero’s “can-do” spirit this year. Adult staff, 
youth staff and volunteers spent the year getting trained in so many 
new areas that they are practically superheroes, consistent with 
Puente’s goal to create an organizational culture that promotes 
shared leadership and ongoing learning for participants and staff.

• Four staff members became licensed Red Cross Instructors
• Three staff members became certified Zumba fitness instructors
• Two staff members became notaries public
• Two staff members became ham radio operators for emergencies
• One staff member became a paralegal
• One staff member and three volunteers became 
   IRS-certified tax preparers

Puente Staff – or Superheroes?

Puente Youth Staff

Fighting Substance Abuse from page 3
10 to develop skills for managing social and peer pressure to 
use substances. Clinicians also do one-on-one counseling.

With support from a BHRS community partnership grant, a 
group of youth, including Lopez, recently started designing a 
town mural that depicts hope and resilience with the image 
of two palms cupped together releasing a flock of doves. The 
mural will read: “We dream with strength and courage and 
together we succeed.” The teens hope it will send a message 
to everyone about new beginnings.

A Path to Citizenship from page 3
Marin first sought citizenship in 1997, but gave up when she 
realized how expensive and onerous the process would be. 
Then last year she found out that Puente had expanded its 
immigration and legal services and could help.

Thanks to a grant from the Grove Foundation and numerous 
volunteers, including Marin, Puente has extended immigra-
tion services to 36 participants since the program’s inception, 
including citizenship and visa/green card renewals. Another 
16 participants were assigned Individual Tax Identification 
Numbers (ITINs), an IRS program that allows people 
without Social Security Numbers to file federal tax returns.

f, 
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Carina Amezcua
Barbara Amezcua
Monica Amezcua
Marcos Arellano
Esteban Cabrera
Ricardo Cabrera
Daniel Castro Chavez
Jose Antonio Castro Chavez
Elizabeth Chavarin
Araceli Cruz 
Nicholas Curran

Bernardo Flores
Edward Flores
Edith Flores
Jesus Flores
Elizabeth Flores 
Gabriela Flores 
Aldo Flores vera
Barbara Guzman
Isabel Guzman
Jairo Guzman 
Yessenia Herrera

Ronnie Hodgkinson
Brenda Lopez
Diana Lopez
Hector Lopez
Jose Lopez
Luis Lopez
Mariela Lopez
Valentin Lopez
Fernando Macias
Isela Marin
Nestor Marin
Patricia Marin
Cristian Martinez
Luis Mendez

Ricardo Mendez
Javier Morales
Omar Ortega
Jose Resendiz
Jovany Rios
Laura Rodriguez
Raul Rodriguez
Eduardo Rogel
Ariana Salgado
Cristina Salgado
Maxwell Talbot
Israel Vargas
Jorge Vargas
Miguel Vasquez
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Before they graduate, high school students are 
often asked, “What do you want to do with your 
life?” That can be a tough question to answer. In 
2011, Puente gave 8 local graduates the chance 
to try out a career with its new youth intern-
ship program, supported by the San Mateo 
County Workforce Investment Board and 
TomKat Foundation. The paid summer intern-
ships opened doors at some of the region’s most 
fascinating (and fast-paced) work environ-
ments – including Symantec, the San Mateo 
County Bar Association, Half Moon Bay 
Chamber of Commerce, and core service 
agencies in Pacifica, Davenport and El Granada.

Monica Amezcua’s considerable knack for 
numbers came in handy in the Finance Depart-
ment at Half Moon Bay City Hall, where she 
calculated dues to the city’s Hotel Tax. 

“Every time they made a mistake, we would tell 
them,” says Monica. “Either [the hotels] owed 
City Hall money or they had given them more 
money than they had to.”

Internships Give Puente Youth 
Real-World Work Experience

What was your favorite part of your internship?
Elizabeth Flores 
(Student at Cañada College)
Kick Off to Kinder, Pescadero 
Elementary School

“Kids were so adorable all the 
time. If I had another chance to 
do it, I would.”

Izzy Guzman 
(Student at Cañada College)
Rotacare Clinic Half Moon Bay

“I enjoyed translating for the patients 
even though they were nervous 
having someone knowing their 
condition or reason for coming.”

Gabriela Flores 
(Student at Cañada College)
Rotacare Clinic Half Moon Bay 

“What I liked as a translator 
was to be the voice of those 
who didn’t know English.”

Mariela Lopez 
(Student at Cal State Monterey Bay)
Architect Jacki Yahn

“It was great to experience something 
on my list of potential careers. At the 
end, I decided that this career was not 
the path for me.”

Monica Amezcua 
(Student at Cañada College)
Symantec and Half Moon Bay 
City Hall

“I felt important because 
Symantec is a very big 
company.” 

José Resendiz 
(Senior at Pescadero High School)
Stanford University Sun Research Center

“Being at one of the best colleges in 
America and seeing what research 
was being done in the area of 
heliophysics.”

Cristina Salgado 
(Student at Cañada College)
Coastside Hope 

“Seeing the clients, and how 
they gave us their trust to talk 
to us.”

Barbara Guzman 
(First year student at Cal State Monterey Bay)
Half Moon Bay Coastside Chamber of Commerce

“My two interests, business and 
government policy, were combined 
together in a work environment.”

Eating Fresh, Staying Fit
Puente founded new Certified 
Community Farmers’ Markets 
in Pescadero and La Honda in 
2011, accomplishing a long-held 
goal to make healthy, locally 
grown food available to residents 
of the South Coast and devise new 
ways to help build the local 
economy. More than 15 local farms 
and ranches provided everything 

from dry-farmed tomatoes to goat cheese and grass-fed beef. The 
bounty drew as many as 200 shoppers per week. 

Best of all, it was affordable. Pescadero Grown! was the first 
market of any kind on the South Coast to accept vouchers from the 
Women Infant Children Nutrition Program (WIC) and CalFresh 
(formerly known as Food Stamps and federally known as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the only 
Farmers’ Market on the Coastside to accept food stamps. Thanks to 
contributions from generous neighbors, Puente’s Pescadero Grown! 
Program matched up to $10 a week at the market –$10 became $20, 
doubling purchases for low-income neighbors. Puente also devel-
oped a South Coast Foodshed Map in an effort to highlight the vast 
number of agricultural producers in the region.

“What a great way to spend your food stamps – on fresh food 
instead of a bunch of junk,” says Karen Walker, who lives (and 
shops) in Pescadero. 

Best of all, it was affordable. Pescadero Grown! was the first

The food-fitness nexus  
Eating well is only half the battle. Student obesity rates are high: 
a recent statewide fitness test found that 46 percent of 9th 
graders at “high risk” for adult obesity. 

Puente’s expanded fitness program features Zumba, a popular 
Latin-inspired dance class that draws more than 30 teens, parents 
and retirees. Grant funding from the Bella Vista Foundation 
and Kaiser Permanente helped Puente train 3 licensed instruc-
tors and offer Zumba twice a week. “It gets me sweaty and my 
heart pumping!” exclaims one Zumba lover.

Puente’s Tokens program gives produce discounts to qualifying shoppers

A Zumba class at Puente

PUENTE’S YEAR OF  FOOD
“What a great way 
to spend your food 
stamps – on fresh 
food instead of a 
bunch of junk!” 
           - Karen Walker



PUENTE PARTNERS 
FOR SUSTAINABILITY
With your gift each and every month, 
you make Puente stronger and more 
sustainable.Your consistent support 
ensures the continued effectiveness 
of our programs and saves paper. 
We are most grateful.

Suzanne Abel 
Kathy and Clark Akatiff 
Anonymous (5) 
Nancy Baker and Cathy Hauer
Julie Batz and Jhos Singer
Avis Boutell and Alice Miller
James and Genevieve Brigham 
Brenda Christensen and Tom Barry
Tricia Dell and Dan Bernstein
Darla Donovan 
Lorraine Eberhardt 
Fern Friest and Michael Williams
Darcie and Greg Galle 
Paul Godwin 
Kate and Jeff Haas 
Alan and Lori Haffner 
Bruce Hamilton 
Gunilla Hayward 
Rob Johnson and Lary Lawson
Patrick Letellier and George Collyer
Faye Lobel 
Rita Mancera and Jim Gust
Eleanor Palacios  
Pescadero Community Church 
Michael and Ana Polacek 
Catherine Raye-Wong 
Kathy Rehm 
Gael Solos and Gene Lebel
Lesli Sachs-Williams and Eddie  Williams
The Reverend Joanne Sanders 
Sharon Shoemaker 
Olga Talamante
Ann and Greg Timm  
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Janet Trusso 
Léonie Walker and Kate O'Hanlan
Carol Young-Holt and David Sandage

INDIVIDUALS
Suzanne Abel
Emily Adams and Carmen Arick 
Sarah Adams  
John Ahlbach
Terry and Ken Ajuria
Michael Akang  
Paul Albert  
Kathy Alberts and Garth Harwood
Grace Alexander
Laura Alster and Sam Martin 
Linda Amezcua
Weston & Jeannette Anderson  
Michael and Kaylyn Armstrong  
Gayla and Gordon Armstrong  
Sonja Anderson
Jean Atkinson  
Sally Bachman and Ray Wells
Mary Lee Baker  
Dennis Dillon Baker  
Nancy Baker and Cathy Hauer
Devon Balsamo-Gillis
Julie Barney  
Frances Barnsley  
Sandra Barocio and Daniel Duffin 
Julie Batz and Jhos Singer
Trageen Baumgart  

Guillermo and Norka Bayley
Olivid Beattie
Elias Beckett
Jodi Behrens
Steve Benner  
Kathleen Bennett and Thomas Malloy
Linda Bennett
Ann Benson and Iris Harrell 
Barbara Berlant
Shirley Bier  
Vicki Bierman  
Mark Binion 
Martin Binion
Molly Black and Scott Elrod 
Tess Black
Martha Blaney
Andy Blasband and Martha Trela 
David and Carrie Boesch  
Peter Bohacek and Celia Gagnon 
Dede Boies 
Greg Bonaparte  
Avis Boutell and Alice Miller
Lynne Bowman and Rodger Reinhart
Jake Bowman
Shannon Bowman Sarkisian
Robert and Laura Bradfield  
Chris and Liz Brancart  
Kelly Bravo
Bob and Lori Bredel  
Sabrina Brennan  
Jim and Genevieve Brigham
Carle Brinkman
Paula Brisker 
Rachel Brodie
Elizabeth Brookes and Linda Lanier 
A. Broughton  
Debby Brown  
Doris Brown  
John and Wendy Buckley  
Lorry Bunes  
Christine Bunn  
Eilis Burke and Sean Michael Costello 
Joanna Burlison
Marilyn and Robert Burnes  
Gail and Robert Buschini  
Casey Bylund
Chris Bystedt
Esteban Cabrera
Tessa R. Callejo and William J. Black 
Michelle Cancellier
Pamela Candelaria
Barbara Cappel  
Rea Carey
Carmen Carmona
Matt Caroll
Marisela Castaneda
Susy Castoria  
Charlie Catania 
Danny Cauble
John Champion
Diane Chapman 
Liz and Harlan Chapman  
Brenda Christensen & Tom Barry
Lisa  and Peter Chupity 
Maryann and John Chwalek  
Jeff Clarke and Lorraine Vallero 
Steve Cobb  
Nancy and Jordon Cohen  
Victoria Colligan  
Amy Constable
Elise Guine Cooper
Steve Corbin 
Nancy  Correll
Dr. Charles and Susan Cortesi  
Mary and Paul Cosper 

Stephanie Cousin  
Kate Couto  
Ted Crespo
Anne Cross
Margaret and Peter Cross  
Thomas and Judith Crump
The Cunneen Family
Dave and Judy Damrosch  
Carolyn Danforth  
Annette Daniels  
Janis Decker  
Edward and Gayle Dee
Tricia Dell and Dan Bernstein  
Win Dell'Ario, Designs Dell'Ario 
Karen Delee 
Anna Delmage
Karen deMoor and Tom McCook 
Paula Dennis  
Chris DeVincenzi  
Kathleen Dickey  
Richard Dodson
Rick Dodson
Mary Helen Doherty and Lindi Ramsden
Susan Donahue
Helen Doneux  
Darla Donovan
Jerry and Harriet Dorf
Bob Dougherty
Marta Drury
Ron and Lynn Duarte  
Janet Eadie  
Loma Eaves
Rev. Terri Echelbarger and Eileen McCree
Gabriel Echeverria
Edith and Jonathan Eddy   
Shelley Eisenman  
Alison Elliott and Steve Blank 
Jutka and Hugh Enochs  
Robert Fall  
Pat Farquhar
Zinaayida Fedosova
Rose Feerick  
Chai Feldblum  
María Fernández
Bert Feuss and Norma Garcia 
Jean and John Fiske    
Fern Friest and Michael Williams
Frances Finch  
Elizabeth Flood
Caio Fonseca  
Laura Franco and Scott Hayes 
Honorable Marina Fraser
Marivee Frayer  
Patricia Freeman  
Nancy Frost  
Thomas Furlong and Ann Chang Williams 
Gary and Anne Gaddini  
Robin Galas  
Darcie and Greg Galle
Stephen and Anne Galli  
Jackie Galloway
Linda Garber and Barbara Blinick 
Gabriel Garcia  
Jesus Garcia
Pedro Garcia
Phaidra Garcia  
Velia Garcia 
Monica H. Gavin
Nora Gauger
Frances and Ted Geballe 
Michelle Gill  
Paul Godwin
Dr. Chip B. and Linda B. Goldstein
Rebecca Goodman  
Michael Goodwin  

Armando Gonzalez
Danna Gonzalez
Steven Gorelick  
Nancy Goumas
Kevin and Jeanie Graham  
Janet Gray  
Wayne and Kelly Greenwood
Betsy Gressler
Honorable Carole Groom
Gabriel Gutierrez
Sergio Gutierrez
Jorge Guzman  
Ray Mundo Guzman
Kate and Jeff Haas
Alan and Lori Haffner 
Andrew and Sandra Hall
Mary Hanlon  
Eileen Hansen and Denise Wells 
James Hanson  
Marian Hardin  
Elizabeth Hardy
Debbie Harris 
Nicole Harris
Vaughn Harrison  
Gunilla Hayward
Lou Heine  
Trudy L Heise
Carlene Henneman
Steve and Linda Henry
Kris A. Hermanns and Merri Baldwin 
Miguel Herrera
Yadira Herrera
Zonia Herrera  
Jim Hewlett
Marjorie Hill  
Vic Hill
Holly Himes  
Monique Hodgkinson
Nicole Hoefer  
Christine Hollender  
Jim and Shirley Holley  
Barbara Hooper and Terry Mahoney 
Honorable Don Horsley  
Gay Howard  
Julia Howe and Gary Gogol 
Lars Howlett 
Emily Hoyer  and Bonnie Faigeles
Jack Eugene Teeters, Hurlbut-Johnson 
     Charitable Trusts 
Jesica Hsieh
Carol Irvine
Heather Irwin
Robert Irwin  
Larry Jacobs and Sandra Belin 
Jacobson Bell Family
Clara E. Jaeckel  
Janet Jarvis  
Martha Jimenez  
Rob Johnson and Lary Lawson
William R. Johnston  
Earle Jones  
Lani Ka'ahumanu  
Shoshanna Kaplinsky and Isobel Scher 
Douglas & Rebecca Karlson
David Katzenstein, MD  
Lisa Kelly
Kelly Family Fund of the Silicon Valley 
     Community Foundation
Jung J Kim  
Richard Kirchner and Jacque Maxon 
Eva Knodt and Terence Adams 
Joseph Kral
Bruce Krempetz and Heather McAvoy 
Debbie Krivoy and Jennifer Einhorn  
Annie Burson Kyan

To Our 2011 Donors and Volunteers 
for your Generous Support
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Karina Labrenz
Come Lague and Charlene Li 
Jeanne Lance  
Jo Lastec  
Mary Lavigne-Butler and David Butler 
Louise Lawson  
Milford Leal  
Arla and David LeCount
Linda Lee  
Nellie and Paul Lee  
David Lee and Cheryl Moser 
Everett and Marilyn Leitzke  
Teresa Leitzke  
Brooke Leon  
Patrick Letellier and George Collyer
Kathy Levinson and Naomi Fine
Frank Leykamm and Lois Dunn
Jane Lincoln  
Jim and Donna Lindsay  
Kristin Lindstrom and Teresa Kung 
Kerry Lobel and Marta Drury, girls just 
     wanna have funD
Nebbie Loon  
Yao Lu
Jonell Lucas  
Natalie Luera
Jimgran Luo
David Lustig and Jin Liang 
Michael and Susan Lydon  
Catherine and Robert Lyman  
Margaret MacNiven  
Rita Mancera and Jim Gust
Alexa Maremaa
Rosy Marcelo
Nancy Margulies and Gary Warhaftig 
Doniga Markegard 
Valerie Markham  
Nancy Marks  
Tom and Denise Marks  
Rosario Marin
Ken Martin
Steven and Christine Martin  
Marie and Michael Martin  
Jerry and Donna Martin  
Martin Martinez  
Bob and Kathy Martinez  
Mary Massih
Detlef and Cheryl Matthies
Jane Mauss
Bob and Molly McCahon  
Deborah McCarthy
Amy McClellan and Jeffrey Faunce  
William and Jane McClellan  
Wendy and Jim McConachie 
Joan McCormick and Karen Nyeland 
Pam and Mike McDevitt  
Greta McElroy-White and Mike White
Jack McKinnon
Mary McMillan  
Carol and Arthur McPadden  
Cristopher and Pamela McReynolds  
Teresa Mejía
Greg Mendel  
Luis Mendez 
Kari Mendocino  
Jose Luis Mendoza
Agustin Merino
Maria Irma Meza  
Stajone Mialocq  
Andrew Michael and Stephanie Ross 
Chris, Marc and Abby Mihaly
Honora Miller  
Sandy Miller
Bettina Mok
Janice Moody

Rachel Moody  
Dr. John Moon  
Hilary Morgan and Nobby Riedy
Leslie Moughty  
George Mozingo
Kelly Munoz and Web Barton 
Lois Murdoch  
Marsha Murphy  
McKenna Murphy
Janet B. Murphy  
Roger and Mary Murray  
Joseph and Jeanette Muzzi  
Megan Myscotski
Margaret Neale and Alfred Lindahl 
Kay Nelson  
Karin Nelson  
Regina Neu and Robert Thompson 
Todd Newberry  
Mary Newcombe
Stephanie and Jim Nisbet  
Lela Noble  
Billie Norman and Beverly Thames
Steven Oberstein  
P. K. and Suzanne O'Brien  
Jenni Olson and Julie Dorf 
Elida Oettel 
Kathleen and Mark Olson  
Hazel Olson-Dorf
Julian and Willie Sue Orr  
Fernando Ortega
Veronica Ortega  
Ross Overstreet  
John Owens  
Eleanor Palacios  
Linda Parnasssus
David and Mimi Pasternak  
Nancy Patterson  
Dennis Paull  
Logan Payne
Payne Family Fund of The Silicon Valley 
      Community Foundation
Seren Pendleton-Knoll  
Cleotilde and Adolpho Perez
Maya Perkins  
Rosanna Petralia
Judy Pfeil  
James and Jennifer Pfiester  
Christine Pielenz and Bill Laven 
Ana Polacek
Susan and Donald Polden  
Hun-Ju Porter  
Carol Prentice and Michael Rymer 
Carol Preston  
Judith Pruzinsky  
Alma Pulido
Julie Raithel
Sarah Rarback  
Nancy Raulston  
Justin Rausa
Catherine Raye-Wong
Kathy Reavis and David Strohm 
Bonnie Remsberg  
Phillip and Rosemary Resch  
Shirley Reusch Drye  
Meredith and Jim Reynolds 
David Rhodes
Daniel Rich and Abigail Dorosin 
Maya Rich
David Richardson and Dan Neumann 
Jack and Betsy Rix
Aron Roberts  
Susan and James Roberts  
Randy and Debra Robinson  
Amaya Rodriguez
Andrea Rodriguez  

Rebecca Rolfe  
Kennedy Roni
Hilario Rosales
Sarah and Carl Rosendahl  
Beth Ross
Anthony William Ross 
Delores Rotterman  
Kim and Jennifer Rowden  
Gordon Russell  
Linda Rutherford and Ron Welf 
Brittany Rynes
Lesli Sachs-Williams and Eddie Williams
Ellen and Robert Sawyer Fund
Holly Scarabosio  
Werner and Marisa Schaer  
Rev. Ted and  Lorraine Schapp  
Kim and Philip Schiller 
Mike Scott  
Jane Grabowski Seifert
Sharon Shapiro  
Ruth Shavel  
Laura Shaw and Steve Van Zandt 
Damaris and Forrest Shigley  
Len Shustek and Donna Dubinsky 
Andrea Sigetich  
Ellen Silva
Steve Simms
Nina Simons  
Hayley Skinner
Jamie Skinner 
Rob and Cotton Skinner 
Joy Sleizer
Elinor V. Smith 
Glen So 
Gael Solos and Gene Lebel
Jeneen Sommers
Springtide Fund of the Silicon Valley 
     Community Foundation 
Dee St. Clair  
Jean Stafford  
Marina Stariha  
Bob Stent  
Glenn and Rita Stewart  
Jan Stokley  
Deanne Stone  
Marnye Strand
Desiree Strauss  
JoAnna Strawbridge  
Nancy Struck  
Alex Stuetz
Ellen Sweetin and Rev. Wendy Taylor
Eleanor Swent  
Marilyn Tagatac  
Olga Talamante  
Pat and Rob Talbot
Carole Taylor  
Kat Taylor and Tom Steyer
Kristin Teigen
Martina Tello
Kyrsten Tharson
Ken and Gail Thompson
Melanie Thornton  
Ann and Greg Timm
Jason Titus  
Tobi Forman Tonoian  
Erin Tormey  
Deborah Torres  
Orlin and Onnalee Trapp Fund of the 
     Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Larry Trujillo 
Janet Trusso
Barbara and Franklin Turner
Guadalupe Valdés
Megan Van Gulin
Dianne Vantomme  

Yesenia Vargas
Lynnette Vega  
Irma Velasquez  
Lizzie Velten
John Wade  
Ruth Waldhauer  
Karen Walker
Léonie Walker and Kate O'Hanlan
Marcia Walters and  Ziji Scott  
Steven Wang
Wendy Wardwell
Roger and Joan Warnke  
Lisa Warns  
Joann and Jerry Watkins  
Justin Watkins
Shaelynn and Kevin Watt
Heather Weber  
Deborah Webster and Hugo Vuong 
Kathy Webster and Bill Milliot 
Mary and James Weersing  
Judy Weinhart  
Albert and Susan Weihl  
Philip and Marianne Weihl
Sarah Weihl
Sandy Weil
Richard P. Weiner and Susan Lubeck
Sandi Weinstein  
Mrs. Mina Welker  
Emily Wheeler  
Mark Wheter
Ernie White 
Amy Whitman Glaze 
Chief Larry Whitney
Kristen Wiking
William S. Wilson  
Nicole Wires
Bernice and Leonard Wolf  
Warren Wolfeld  
Adam and Jeanette Woodbury  
Caroline Woods-Mejia
Amy Wooliever
Ellen Wright-Montgomery
Jacki Yahn Architects
Tim Yuen  
Carol Young-Holt and David Sandage
Keith Young
Tanya Zavala
Aleks Zavaleta 
Amanda Zeli
Beth Zemsky  
Robyn Ziegler  

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Suzanne Abel for James W. Kennedy
Anonymous for Suzie Budrick
Anonymous for the Polacek Family
Anonymous for Sarah Weihl
Julie Batz for Kerry Lobel
Rachel Brodie for Gabe Singer
Kelly Bravo for Suzanne Hughes 
Rea Carey for Kerry Lobel and her Mom
Jerry and Harriet Dorf for Hazel Dorf
Edith and Jonathan Eddy 
      for Carol Young-Holt
Jean and John Fiske for Margaret Cross
Darcie and Greg Galle for the children 
      of Pescadero Elementary School
Phaidra Garcia for the Garcia Family
Betsy Gressler for Kerry Lobel
Alan and Lori Haffner for 
      Leonard and Thelma Rosen
Heather Irwin for Suzie Budrick
Karina Labrenz for Stephen R. Swisher 
Amy McClellan and Jeffrey Faunce       
     for Liz Chapman's 50th birthday
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To Our 2011 Donors and Volunteers 
for your Generous Support
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Thank You
William and Jane McClellan                     
     for Liz Chapman's 50th birthday
Chris, Marc and Abby Mihaly                   
     for Sarah Weihl
James and Jennifer Pfiester                    
      for Liz Chapman's 50th birthday
Julie Raithel for Suzanne Hughes
Marina Stariha for India and Ellia
Marnye Strand for Suzanne Hughes
Olga Talamante for her farmworker family
Marcia Walters and Ziji Scott                   
      for the Puente kids from Bindu
Albert and Susan Weihl for Sarah Weihl
Philip and Marianne Weihl for Sarah Weihl
Richard P. Weiner and Susan Lubeck 
      for Hazel Olson
Carol Young-Holt and David Sandage 
      for Kerry Lobel

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Anonymous for Cesar Chavez
Anonymous for Melto Goumas, MD
Kathy Alberts and Garth Harwood         
     for Ray Nelson
Grace Alexander for Fernando Rocha
Brenda Christensen & Tom Barry           
      for Betty Krollpfeiffer 
Paul Godwin for Todd Godwin
Frank Leykamm and Lois Dunn               
     for Madeline and Frank Leykamm Sr.
Kerry Lobel for Martin Binion
Mary Newcombe for Jodi Curlee
Billie Norman and Beverly Thames      
     for Robert Neal McMillan
Lesli Sachs-Williams and Eddie Williams  
      for Carlos Patina
Wendy Wardwell for Ray Nelson

CIVIC AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
AgrAbility: Assisting farmers and ranchers 
     with disabilities
Alpha Delta Kappa 
American Red Cross Bay Area Chapter
Archbishop Riordan High School 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church 
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.
Camp Butano Creek
Camp Glenwood
Catholic Worker of Half Moon Bay 
Chicana Latina Foundation
Coastside Angels
Coastside Farmers Market 
Coastside Hope
Coastside Hospitality
Coastside Jewish Community 
Coastside Mother's Club 
Coastside Women's Club 
College Heights Church 
Community Congregational 
     Church of Benicia 
Community Legal Services of East Palo Alto 
Congregational Church of Belmont 
Congregational Church of San Mateo 
Congregants of Stanford Memorial Church
CORA
Daly City Community Resource Center
Davenport Community Center
Earth Links 
East Palo Alto Community Farmers' Market
Ecology Center 
El Concilio de San Mateo
Fair Oaks Community Resource Center
First Congregational Church of Berkeley 
First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto 
Friends of Half Moon Bay Library 

Friends of Woodside Library 
Global Exchange 
Half Moon Bay City Hall
Half Moon Bay Library
Half Moon Bay RotaCare
Institute for Human and Social 
      Development
International Institute of the Bay Area
KPDO
Knitzvah, a program of 
     Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley
La Honda Fire Brigade
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo
Mexican Consulate in San Francisco
Mira Vista United Church of Christ
Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino 
      Americana (MACLA)
New Spirit Community Church
North Peninsula Neighborhood 
      Service Center
Organizations and Transactions Clinic,     
      Stanford Law School 
Our Lady of the Pillar Catholic Church, 
      Half Moon Bay 
Overview Board for Justice and Witness 
    Ministries, Neighbors in Need
Pacific School of Religion 
Pacifica Community Television
Pacifica Resource Center
Peninsula Humane Society
Peninsula Metropolitan Community Church 
Pescadero Community Church 
Pie Ranch
Piecemakers by the Sea 
Project Outlet
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 
St. Anthony’s Church of Pescadero 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory 
Samaritan House
San Mateo County Bar Association
San Mateo County Food System Alliance 
San Mateo County Library System
San Mateo County Resource 
       Conservation District
South Coast Citizens Corps Council (SC4)
SC4 Amateur Radio Club
Stanford Sun Research Center
Season of Sharing, San Francisco Chronicle
Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa Clara 
       and San Mateo Counties 
Senior Coastsiders 
Sonrisas Community Dental Clinic 
South Coast Prevention Partnership
THRIVE
Trinity Presbyterian Church, San Carlos
UC Berkeley School of Public Health, 
       MPH Program
UTI Sacramento
Wilderness Torah
YMCA Camp Jones Gulch 
Youth Leadership Institute

FOUNDATIONS
Atkinson Foundation
Avanti Foundation 
Blue Oak Foundation
Cal Humanities
Council on Foundations
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, 
    Organizational Effectiveness and After    
    School Program
Emergency Food and Shelter National 
     Board Program, United Way of Bay Area
Flora Family Foundation 

The Grove Foundation
Healthy Earthworks 
The J.M Kaplan Fund
Kauffman Foundation, 
      Matching Gift Program
Kaiser Permanente 
Mills Peninsula Health Services 
Orchard House Foundation 
Pescadero Foundation 
Philanthropic Ventures Foundation
San Francisco Foundation
      Faiths Program and Safety Net Services
Schwab Foundation Matching Gifts 
      Program
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
     Disaster Preparedness Services
     Safety Net Services
     South Coast Rural Literacy Program
Sobrato Family Foundation 
TomKat Foundation
Touchpoint Foundation
Union Bank Foundation 
       Matching Gifts Program
United Way of the Bay Area
      Earn It! Keep It! Save It!
      Impact Learning Circle
Verizon Foundation    
     Matching Gifts Program

BUSINESS AND CORPORATE DONORS
Abbott Laboratories 
      Matching Gift Program
Adobe Matching Gifts Program
Addwater Farm 
Alice's Restaurant 
At Your Non Profit's Service
Argo Group Matching Gift Program
Blue House Farm 
Blue Ocean Smokehouse 
Brand Via Alliance 
Costanoa
Cross the Divide
Damasco & Associates 
Del Sur Farm 
Donald McDermott Trucking 
Duarte’s Tavern 
Early Bird Ranch
Echo Valley Farm
Farm House Frosting 
Farmageddon 
Fifth Crow Farm
Flir Systems Matching Gifts Program 
Fly Girl Farm 
Fogline Nursery 
Coastside Chamber of Commerce 
       and Vistor’s Bureau 
Half Moon Bay Patch, Kristine Wong 
Harley Farms Dairy 
Haynes, Beffel and Wolfield, LLP

Kidding Around With Chocolate 
Left Coast Grass Fed 
Lenscrafters
Markegard  Family Grass-Fed 
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
New Leaf Community Market
Peery and Associates
Pescadero Creek Inn Bed and Breakfast 
Pescadero Country Store 
Pescadero Foods, Inc.
Recommind 
SageCoach
Savvy Skirts
Sexton Arts LLC 
Starbucks Coffee
Studio 4 Pilates 
Symantec
Taqueria de Amigos
Tunitas Creek Ranch 
UPS Store 1604, Half Moon Bay
Weller/O'Brien Insurance Services 
Wells Fargo Bank

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
California Farmers’ Market Consortium,   
     California Department of Agriculture/
     Roots of Change
California Fire Station #59, Pescadero
La Honda Elementary School
La Honda Pescadero Unified School District
Migrant Education Program, 
      Santa Clara Office of Education
Pescadero Elementary School
Pescadero Middle and High School
Pescadero Municipal Advisory Council
Sacramento State University
San Mateo County Commission 
      on the Status of Women
San Mateo County Court
San Mateo County, Office of the 
      County Manager
Department of Health, Housing 
and Human Services:
       Behavioral Health and Recovery  
       Services, Alcohol and Other 
       Drug Prevention (Project Success and     
       South Coast Prevention Partnership)
       Children's Collaborative Action Team
       Children’s Health Initiative
       Community Development Block Grants 
       (Safety Net Services)
       Core Services Network (Safety Net    
       Services)
       Get Healthy San Mateo
       San Mateo Medical Center
       Seasonal Flu Clinics
        Workforce Investment Act
San Mateo County Transit District: 
       SamCoast
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FY 2011 AUDIT AND EXPENSE REPORT

Government 
Grants/Contracts    $820,172 
Contributions    $582,931  
In-kind Contributions    $232,622 

TOTAL     $1,635,725 TOTAL            $1,545,118 

Programs  $1,316,140
Administration  $138,003  
Fundraising   $90,975

FY 2011 REVENUE FY 2011 EXPENSES

BOARD MEMBERS
AND STAFF

50%

85%

9%
6%

14%

36%

Board Members

Liz Chapman

Gabriel Echeverria

Gabriel Gutierrez

Kate Haas,
 Secretary

Robert Johnson, Chair

Nancy Raulston

Wendy Wardwell

Carol Young-Holt, 
Vice Chair and Treasurer

Staff

Suzanne Abel
Academic Director

Carol Black
Office Assistant

Josh Crockett
Migrant Student Coordinator

Tricia Dell
Development Director

Amyen Evert
MFT Intern

Edwin Fernandez
Community Outreach Worker*

Iris Fernandez
MFT Intern

Dinorah Gudino
Childcare Provider

Jorge Guzman
MFT Intern, 

Prevention Services Director

Julie Hosfeldt
Women, Infants and Children 

Program*

Suzanne Hughes, MFT
Mental Health Counselor

Susan Lagow
Youth Outreach Worker

Kerry Lobel
Executive Director

Maricela Lopez
Childcare Provider

Rita Mancera
Program Director

Rachel Moody
Learning Center Coordinator

Alejandra Resendiz 
Ortega

Youth Program Associate

Veronica Ortega
Office Manager

Denise Sandoval
Benefits Analyst*

Margaret Sedillo
Parent Outreach Worker

Kassandra Talbot
Learning Center Assistant

Lorena Vargas de 
Mendez

Safety Net Services Coordinator

Alicia Vega
Community Outreach Worker

Joann Watkins, MFT
Clinical Director

Norma Zavala
Early Head Start Home Visit 

Specialist**

*Posted by the County of San Mateo
**Posted by the Institute for Human 
and Social Development



Our Vision
Puente is an integral and active member of our rural San Mateo County South Coast 
community—a community that is healthy, inclusive, and sustainable, with diverse 
populations that accomplish their highest individual and community dreams. 

Our Mission
As the region’s only Community Resource Center, Puente serves the San Mateo County 
South Coast communities of Pescadero, La Honda, Loma Mar, and San Gregorio. Puente 
both advocates for our communities and leverages resources that foster economic prosperity 
and security, and that promote individual and community health and wellness.  We support 
local leaders and work together with our neighbors creating solutions for our diverse 
communities.  

Our Values and Guiding Principles
Puente answers, first, to our South Coast residents of La Honda, Loma Mar, San Gregorio, 
and Pescadero. Puente respects and honors our collective history, heritage, and community. 
We believe in our community’s capacity to turn dreams into action, and we believe that 
every member of our community deserves opportunities to learn and grow.

Our values and guiding principles apply to our work at all levels, inside our organization 
with staff, volunteers, and program participants as well as in all our relationships with our 
broader community.

This report is printed on recycled paper, using soy-based environmentally responsible inks.

Puente Resource Center
620 North Street, PO Box 554

Pescadero, CA 94060
650-879-1691

info@mypuente.org
www.mypuente.org


